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COIN TRANSFER DEVICE FOR SLOT
MACHINE COIN TRAYS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to slot machine
coin trays and, more specifically, to a coin transfer device for
slot machine coin trays wherein the bottom of the tray has
a sliding door that covers a throughbore passing there-
through when the door is closed and exposes it when open
in order to allow a user to easily transfer any coins in the tray
into a coin cup maintained in a cup receiving member
situated immediately below said throughbore.

Slot machines discharge coins into a coin tray from which
they must be removed by hand and placed into a coin cup
which can be somewhat cumbersome when there are more
than a few coins contained therein. Furthermore, the degree
of difficulty in transferring the coin increases dramatically
when the person playing the slot machine is elderly or
infirm, a population that happens to dominate the populace
of casinos and other gaming establishments. The present
invention seeks to alleviate the difficulty of transferring a
multiplicity of coins from the coin tray to the cup.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Numerous coin transfer devices have been provided in
prior art. While these devices may be suitable for the
particular purpose to which they address, they would not be
as suitable for the purposes of the present invention as
heretofore described.

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

The present invention discloses a coin transfer device for
slot machine coin trays wherein the bottom of the tray has
a sliding door that covers a throughbore passing there-
through when the door is closed and exposes it when open
in order to allow a user to easily transfer any coins in the tray
into a coin cup maintained in a cup receiving member
situated immediately below the throughbore. The sliding
door slides within oppositely disposed door guides and has
a stop thereon. The door also has a handle thereon. A
transportation tray is also disclosed having multiple through-
bores therein for receiving cups therein for transportation
about a casino.

A primary object of the present invention is to provide a
coin transfer device for slot machine coin trays that will over
come the shortcomings of the prior art devices.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
coin transfer device for slot machine coin trays that permits
the user to transfer coins from the coin tray to the cup simply
by sliding open a door located in the bottom of the tray to
expose a throughbore.

Yet another object of the present invention is to provide a
coin transfer device for slot machine trays having a cup-
receiving member for holding the cup in position below the
throughbore.

Still another object of the present invention is to provide
a coin transfer device for slot machine trays that can be
modified to hold plurality of coin cups.

Yet another object of the present invention is to provide a
coin transfer device for slot machine trays that is economical
in cost to manufacture and operate.

One more object of the present invention is to provide a
coin transfer device for slot machine trays that is simple and
casy to use.
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Additional objects of the present invention will appear as
the description proceeds.

The foregoing and other objects and advantages will
appear from the description to follow. In the description
reference is made to the accompanying drawings, which
form a part hereof, and in which is shown by way of
illustration specific embodiments in which the invention
may be practiced. These embodiments will be described in
sufficient detail to enable those skilled in the art to practice
the invention, and it is to be understood that other embodi-
ments may be utilized and that structural changes may be
made without departing from the scope of the invention. In
the accompanying drawings, like reference characters des-
ignate the same or similar parts throughout the several
views.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the invention may be more fully understood,
it will now be described, by way of example, with reference
to the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is an illustrative view of the present invention in
use.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a front view of the present invention installed on
a slot machine.

FIG. 4 is a front view of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a top view of the present invention

FIG. 6 is cross sectional front view of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 7 is a side view of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of an additional element of
the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of an additional element of
the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a cross sectional view of an additional element
of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of an additional element of
the present invention.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

With regard to reference numerals used, the following
numbering is used throughout the drawings.

10 present invention

12 slot machine

14 user

16 cup

18 cup receiving member

20 coin tray

22 walls

24 bottom

26 sliding door

27 aperture for door

28 door guide

30 door stop

32 handle

34 bottom extension member
36 throughbore

38 cylindrical back

40 transportation tray

42 transportation tray throughbore
44 lip

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The following discussion describes in detail one embodi-
ment of the invention and several variations of that embodi-
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ment. This discussion should not be construed, however, as
limiting the invention to those particular embodiments since
practitioners skilled in the art will recognize numerous other
embodiments as well. For a definition of the complete scope
of the invention, the reader is directed to the appended
claims.

Turning to FIG. 1, shown therein is an illustrated view of
the present invention 10 in use. Shown is the present
invention 10 installed on a slot machine 12 to aid the user 14
in the gathering and transporting of discharged coins from a
slot machine. The present invention 10 provides a tray with
a sliding door and cup receiving member that allows the user
14 to place a cup 16 in the cup receiving member 18 so that
when the door is opened a throughbore in the coin tray
bottom is revealed above the cup 16 so that the cup can be
easily and quickly filled with the coins for transportation to
another slot machine or to cash out.

Turning to FIG. 2, shown therein is a perspective view of
the present invention 10 showing a coin tray 20 with a
typically rectangular planar bottom surface 24 having ver-
tically extending wall portions 22 surrounding the periphery
of the bottom surface to provide an area whereby coins
discharged from a slot machine may be collected therein.
Additionally shown incorporated into one end of the bottom
surface 24 is a sliding door 26 that may be opened through
an aperture 27 in the end wall to expose a throughbore
disposed in the bottom surface that allows for the discharged
coins to be collected into a cup which is placed into a
downwardly extending cup receiving member 18. Also
shown are a door guide 28, a door stop 30, an enlarged
handle 32 being about the same width as the door 26 and a
bottom extension member 34. The door guides 28 extend
horizontally inward parallel to the bottom surface of the coin
tray to permit the sliding door to operate therein.

Turning to FIG. 3, shown therein is a front view of the
present invention 10 showing the present invention having
the form of a standard slot machine 12 coin tray having
improvements upon the coin tray designed to aid the user by
providing an area 18 where a cup can be accommodated and
may he placed therein, that additionally allows for easier and
more efficient filling of the cup when a large quantity of
coins is within the coin tray 20 of the present invention. Also
shown is a handle 32 on the present invention.

Turning to FIG. 4, shown therein is a front view of the
present invention 10 showing the present invention having a
cup-receiving member 18 with a form that hangs in an
upright manner conveniently under the coin tray 20 that
provides easy storage and placement for the cup until
needed. Handle 32 is also shown.

Turning to FIG. §, shown therein is a perspective view of
the present invention 10 showing the present invention
having a sliding door 26 with handle 32 having door guides
28 on each side to maintain correct placement, designed to
be slide outward from the side of the coin tray 20 to reveal
a throughbore 36 in the bottom surface of the coin tray for
coin placement therethrough into a cup. Additionally, the
size of the door 26 and throughbore may be modified in size
or shape to accommodate different sized coins and cups.
Also shown is a door stop 30 and bottom extension member
34. The door stop 30 contacts the inner surface of the end
wall to prevent the door 26 from falling out of the door
guides 28.

Turning to FIG. 6, shown therein is a cross sectional front
view of the present invention 10. Shown is the present
invention 10 having a sliding door 26 covering a through-
bore 36 made in the structure of the coin tray 20 over the
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central portion of the cup receiving member 18 so that when
a cup is placed in the cup receiving member coins that are
displaced through the throughbore fall directly into the cup
while the sliding door is in the open position. Additionally
shown is the sliding door 26 having a door stop 30 being a
small piece of upwardly protruding material that extends
vertically from the end of sliding door opposite to the handle
32 end to prevent the sliding door from being pulled out and
dislodged from the coin tray 20 and door guides 28.

Turning to FIG. 7, shown therein is a side view of the
present invention 10 showing a cup receiving member 18
that extends downward from the coin tray 20 having a
cylindrical back portion 38 that extends forward to the
forward edge of the coin tray provided for the easy place-
ment of a cup 16 therein. Additionally shown is the coin tray
20 having a bottom extension member 34 used as a shelf or
an area that the cup 16 may be placed on then slid into the
said cup-receiving member 18.

Turning to FIG. 8, shown therein is a perspective view of
an additional element of the present invention showing the
transportation tray 40 of the present invention being a tray
of typically rectangular form and planar configuration hav-
ing a plurality of throughbores 42 therein so that multiple
cups, e.g. 6", may be placed therein for easy transportation
to another slot machine or to cash out.

Turning to FIG. 9, shown therein is a perspective view of
an additional element of the present invention showing the
transportation tray 40 of the present invention being a tray
of typically rectangular form and planar configuration hav-
ing a plurality of relatively smaller throughbores 42 that
multiple cups, e.g. 4", may be placed therein for easy
transportation to another slot machine or to cash out.

Turning to FIG. 10, shown therein is a cross sectional
view of an additional element of the present invention
showing the transportation tray 40 of the present invention
having a plurality of throughbores 42 with a cup 16 being
inserted into one of them whereby the top surface of the tray
throughbore engages the cups structure either by a progres-
sively enlarging diameter of the cup or a lip 44 on the cup
16 that prevents the cup from further progression through
the throughbore 42.

Turning to FIG. 11, shown therein is a perspective view
of an additional element of the present invention showing
the transportation tray 40 of the present invention having a
plurality of throughbores 42 with a cup being inserted into
one of them whereby the throughbore engages the cups
structure either by a progressively enlarging diameter of the
cup or a lip on the cup that prevents the cup from further
progression through the throughbore.

What is claimed to be new and desired to be protected by
Letters Patent is set forth in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A coin tray for use on a conventional slot machine, the
coin tray adapted to transfer coins to a cup, comprising:

a) a coin tray being substantially planar, said coin tray

being substantially rectangular shaped, said coin tray
having upright walls disposed about the periphery of
the coin tray, said coin tray having a bottom surface, a
first and second end, and a front and a rear, said bottom
surface having a throughbore therein, said throughbore
being disposed adjacent said first end of said bottom
surface, said wall of said first end having an aperture
therein, said aperture for receiving a sliding door, said
walls of said first end having an inner surface thereon
for receiving a pair of door guides;

b) a sliding door disposed over said throughbore and

extending through said aperture to permit the through-
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bore to be covered, said sliding door having a first end
and a second end;

¢) a pair of door guides disposed on said inner surface of
said wall of said first end of said coin tray so as to guide
the sliding door;

d) a handle disposed on said first end of said sliding door
to permit the user to grasp the sliding door and operate
the door;

¢) a door stop disposed on said second end of said sliding
door to prevent the door from falling out of the door
guides;

f) a downwardly extending cup receiving member dis-
posed on the bottom of said coin tray to permit a cup
to be placed therein so that the cup can receive coins
from the coin tray, said cup receiving member having
a lower end; and,

2) a cup for placement in said cup receiving member to
permit the user to place coins in the cup; and,

h) a slot machine for receiving the coin tray in the
conventional location.

2. The coin tray of claim 1, wherein said door guides
extend horizontally inwardly parallel to said bottom surface
of said coin tray to permit the sliding door to operate.

3. The coin tray of claim 2, wherein said handle is
enlarged and of about the same width as the sliding door.

4. The coin tray of claim 3, wherein said door stop is an
upwardly extending protrusion which contacts the inner
surface of the end wall of the first end of the coin tray to
prevent the sliding door from falling out of the door guides.
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5. The coin tray of claim 4, wherein said cup receiving
member has a cylindrically shaped rear wall and a bottom
disposed on said lower end of said cup receiving member to
permit a cup to rest on the bottom.

6. The coin tray of claim 5, further comprising a bottom
extension member disposed on said bottom of said cup
receiving member to permit the bottom extension member to
serve as a shelf for placement of a cup thereon and then to
assist in placement of a cup in the cup receiving member.

7. The coin tray of claim 6, further comprising a cup
transportation tray, said cup transportation tray being a
substantially planar, said tray being a substantially rectan-
gular tray, said tray having at least one throughbore therein,
said throughbore for receiving a cup therein, said cup
transportation tray having a top surface.

8. The cup transportation tray of claim 7, wherein said
throughbore of said cup transportation tray is about six
inches in diameter.

9. The cup transportation tray of claim 8, wherein said
throughbore of said cup transportation tray is about four
inches in diameter.

10. The cup transportation tray of claim 9, wherein said
throughbore is complementarily sized so that said top sur-
face of said cup transportation tray contacts a lip on a cup to
prevent a cup from passing through the throughbore of the
cup transportation tray.



